Long-term results of induction- and intensification chemotherapy supported with autologous bone marrow reinfusion in patients with disseminated or T4 breast cancer.
Twenty-nine patients with metastatic or T4 breast cancer who were in pathologically proven complete remission after induction chemotherapy, received intensification chemotherapy with autologous bone marrow support. Twelve patients had T4 breast cancer, 17 had metastatic disease. The median age was 42 years (27-52). Intensification consisted of cyclophosphamide 7 g/m2 i.v. and etoposide 1.5 g/m2 i.v. in 24 patients, or thiotepa 800 mg/m2 i.v. and mitoxantrone 50-75 mg/m2 i.v. in 5 patients. The median observation is 7 years. Median survival is 36 months. Ten year relapse-free survival is 20%. For patients with metastatic disease median survival is 34 months, time to relapse 18 months; two patients (12%) have survived disease-free for more than 6 years. The patients with T4 cancer have a median survival of 80 months and a median time to relapse of 53 months; four patients (33%) have survived more than 5 years disease-free.